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the open opposition of the Administration. The bill went
to the President and was approved by him on May 18,1917.
In giving his approval the President made public a state-
ment in which he said of this clause that it was understood
that its object was to provide an independent command for
Boosevelt, but that he should not avail himself at the pres-
ent stage of the war of the authorization conferred. He
added:

"It would be very agreeable to me to pay Mr. Roosevelt
this compliment and the Allies the compliment of sending
to their aid one of our most distinguished public men, an
ex-President who has rendered many conspicuous public
services and proved his gallantry in many striking ways.
Politically, too, it would no doubt have a very fine effect
and make a profound impression. But this is not the time
or the occasion for compliment or for any action not cal-
culated to contribute to the immediate success of the war.
The business now in hand is undramatic, practical, and of
scientific definiteness and precision."

On receipt of this refusal, Eoosevelt issued, under date
of May 25,1917, an address to the men who had volunteered
for service under him, in which he said:

"As good American citizens we loyally obey the decision
of the Commander-in-Chief of the American Army and
Navy. The men who have volunteered will now consider
themselves absolved from all further connection with this
movement. . . . Our sole aim is to help in every way in
the successful prosecution of the war and we most heartily
feel that no individual's personal interest should for one
moment be considered save as it serves the general public
interest. "We rejoice that a division composed of our fine
regular soldiers and marines under so gallant and efficient
a leader as Gen. Pershing is to be sent abroad. We have
a right to a certain satisfaction in connection therewith.

"I wish respectfully to point out certain errors into which.
the President has been led in his announcement. He states
that the purpose was to give me an * independent* com-